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Message

The message of this epistle may be summarized in the following words: “We will only realize our full eternal reward as believers  if we appreciate the greatness of Jesus Christ

and continue to trust God rather than turning away from Him (retrogressing) in this life.

Title

The title in the Greek New Testament is        Jesus Christ, is greater than all !   “PROS EBRAIOUS,” translated in English  as                                                                     “To Hebrews.” This ancient, third-century,
 title designates the readers as Hebrews, but the letter itself does not mention the readers as either Jews or Gentiles (see below: Recipi-ents). The Authorized Version ascribes, as part of the title, the authorship to the apostle Paul, but it is by no means certain that this tradition is correct
 (see below: Author).

Purpose

The Book of Hebrews was written to present the preeminence and superiority of the Person of Jesus Christ, Who is declared to be the Son of God, and as such, is shown to be superior to angels, Moses, and Old Testament prophetic revelation (1:1–4:13); in addition, He is shown to be superior in His priesthood, which is greater than the Levitical system (7:1–10:18). In light of this revelation concerning the superior nature of Christ’s Person and priesthood, these Hebrew Christians are exhorted to maintain their Christian confes-sion and not be dissuaded from following a course of action that the writer believed would be catastrophic (hence the five warning passages, which speak not about loss of salvation, but of the enjoyment of the rest and blessings of God available to believers only through faith); therefore, they are to exercise eschatological faith, which appropriates the certainty 
of their future hope in Christ by living life in the present to the glory of God (11:1–13:19).

Authorship
Questions surrounding the authorship of this epistle addressed to the Hebrews, and the controversy that this question has generated over the centuries is lengthy and involved. This question has puzzled sincere believers for generations. As early as Origen, the Alexandrian church father who died about A.D. 255, no one knew who the writer was for sure. In fact, after carefully studying the issue of the authorship of Hebrews, Origen himself wrote, “But who it was that really wrote the epistle, God only knows.”
 The book has been attributed to almost every New Testament personage imaginable. In antiquity, the names of Paul, Barnabas, Luke, and Clement of Rome were mentioned in certain church centers as the author of Hebrews.
 In contemporary scholarship Apollos, Silvanus (Silas), Philip the Evangelist, Priscilla and Aquila, Jude, Aristion, and others, have found their faithful proponents,
 but the question remains unsolved. It is probably wise to share in Origen’s agnosticism on this question and look forward to getting the 

answer in heaven.
As to the external evidence,  while there is ample evidence that clearly and abundantly attests the early existence of this epistle, there was nevertheless disagreement in the early church over who actually composed the Epistle to the Hebrews. The Eastern church accepted it as the canonical work of the Apostle Paul, while the Western church denied its Pauline authorship and excluded it from the canon, mainly because of the serious question of its uncertain authorship.
 The following church fathers quoted from Hebrews: Clement of Rome quoted Hebrews copiously (c. 95), Polycarp calls Jesus Christ “our everlasting high priest” in his Epistle to the Philippians, which title is peculiar to Hebrews, and Dionysius of Alexandria quotes it as an epistle of Paul.
 Thiessen continues by providing a quote from Eusebius who said that Origen repeatedly cites 

Hebrews as from Paul,

The thoughts are the thoughts of the apostle, but the language and its composition that of one who recalled from memory and, as it were, made notes of what was said by the master. [Origen admits that] men of old time have handed it down as 
Paul’s. But who wrote the epistle God only knows.

From the time of Athanasius onward the Greek writers universally ascribed Hebrews to the inspired pen of the Apostle Paul.
 “Jerome and Augustine adopted the opinion to the East, and after that the authority of the Epistle was established.”



The internal evidence is somewhat indefinite. Even though a person cannot be dog-matic on the issue of authorship, Paul has been suggested as the most likely candidate for the following reasons: (1) The writer speaks of Timothy as a brother (13:23), (2) He mentions his bondage (10:34), (3) The affinities in language and thought concerning certain 

doctrinal emphases between Hebrews and several of the Pauline epistles is strikingly familiar (cf. Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; and Heb 10:38), (4) the centrality of the person and work of Christ is the same as in the other Pauline epistles; and the letter closes with the charact-eristic Pauline greeting  and benediction (Heb 13:24-25 cf. 2 Thess. 3:17). Nevertheless, since the name of Paul is not assigned, as was his epistolary custom, his authorship remains uncertain.
 It may be best to agree with Lane concerning the authorship of Hebrews, that:

All that can be said with certainty is that Hebrews was composed by a creative theologian who was well trained in the exposition of the Greek Scriptures. . . . He was surely a Hellenistic Jewish-Christian.

Date and Place of Writing
The Date of Writing. As to the matter of determining the date that Hebrews was written, there are several factors that serve to regulate and narrow the date of composition. It was obviously written before A.D. 95 because it is mentioned by Clement of Rome. It was written before A.D. 70 because internal evidence indicates that the Jerusalem temple was still standing and that the Levitical sacrificial system was still in use (cf. 8:4; 9:6; 10:1-2; 13:10). Had the destruction of the temple already occurred it would have provided the author with a definitive argument for the cessation of the Old Testament sacrificial system. Further, the date had to be within a generation of Christ’s death and resurrection, and the institution of the church on the Day of Pentecost, for a generation of Christians is said to have passed away (2:3f.). One of the most important factors in establishing the date would have to be the Jewish-Roman conflict that began with the Neronian persecution in A.D. 64, which fully erupted around A.D. 68, eventually leading to the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
 The above data would seem to suggest that the most probable date of writing would best fall between A.D. 65–69. A short time after the outbreak of the Neronian persecution of the Christians which began in A.D. 64, but prior to the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70.

The place of writing. While some scholars have advocated the view, that in light of the words in Hebrews 13:24 “They of Italy salute you,” that the writer was in Italy when he composed and dispatched this epistle, perhaps in Rome; the location where this epistle was written, like the identity of its author, has likewise been lost to the church.
Recipients
The original recipients of the epistle, like the author and place of writing, are also unknown. The title “The Epistle to the Hebrews” at least implies that the recipients of the letter were predominately Jewish Christians.
 This title is ancient and is probably a safe guide to the identity of the books first readers. References in the epistle also suggest that the original readers were mainly Jewish. The writer addressed them as if they were very familiar with the institutions of Judaism. The warnings against turning away from Jesus Christ and the New Covenant promises of peace and rest, back to the Old Covenant also imply this identity. Other indications are the emphasis on the superior priesthood of Jesus 

over that of the Levites, and the many appeals to the authority of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

The two most common destinations suggested for Hebrews have been Italy (Rome) and Palestine (with the third most common location being Alexandria, Egypt, which hosted a large Jewish population). Some have argued for Rome because of the words in 13:24, “Those from Italy [Rome] greet you.” Stan Toussaint supports this view, that the book is addressed to readers in Italy, probably Rome.
 He points out that this is supported by several factors: (1) the Greek preposition apo, translated “from” in Hebrews 13:24b, implies separation from Italy (it must be admitted however that the verse may simply be saying that the writer is in Italy and  the people with him in Italy send their greetings to the readers). (2) He points out that the Book of Hebrews was known and used very early in Rome, with the earliest extant quotations of this epistle occurring in 1 Clement, written by Clement of Rome, who died around A.D. 95. (3) The difficulties described in Hebrews 

10:32-34 may easily have been caused by the expulsion of Jews from Rome due to Claud-ius’ edict in A.D. 49. Seutonius states that this edict from Claudius was issued because of riots among the Jews having to do with a certain Chrestus.

Dwight Pentecost is a proponent of the second major view suggesting the Palestinian location.
 As the title implies, Hebrews was written to ethnic Jews, who for the most part, except for those reverting back to Judaism, were Jewish Christians who had come to faith in Jesus Christ (4:2-3; 6:4; 6:9-10; 10:23-25; 10:32-34; 12:1-7). The recipients of 

Hebrews are best identified as Judean Christians because some of their number were 

desirous of reverting back to participate in Judaism and temple worship located in nearby Jerusalem. The book appears to have been written to address this very problem, a problem which Pentecost has termed “Jewish Retrogression”—a reverting back to their former religious practices of Judaism. This view enjoys strong internal evidence: (1) the argument of the book is purely Jewish from start to finish, (2) the use of the Levitical priesthood, (3) priestly mediation, and (4) the Old Testament heroes of faith are all designed to appeal directly to Jewish minds. In addition, (5) the warning passages in chapters 2, 3–4, 5–6, 10, and 12 are all designed to admonish the ethnic Palestinian Christians to not  commit retro-gression by turning back to their former manner of life associated with the Old Covenant and ritualistic observances of Judaism, which the writer says will do them no good.
      (6) The readers are exhorted to go on to maturity and rest (3:6-19; 5:11–6:20), and to not forsake the New Covenant provisions in Jesus Christ (10:19-39). (7) Finally, they are warned to endure persecution and not succumb to the Judaizers’ persecution by aposta-cizing through reverting back to worshipping with their Jewish persecutors (13:10). As to the source of these persecutions, Pentecost comments that “the persecutions and priva-tions that caused the kinds of suffering discussed in the book (10:32-34), came from organized Judaism and from Jewish people devoted  to that religious system, . . . such per-secutions were confined to Palestine. The Christian persecutions that Paul speaks of in his epistles, came primarily from Roman political sources and not from Jewish sources.”
  

The preponderance of this epistles internal evidence
 supports Pentecost’s view that the recipients were a Jewish community of Jewish Christian converts located in Palestine. From start to finish the writer of Hebrews methodically demonstrates the superiority of  the Person and priesthood of Jesus Christ and His eternal New Covenant over that of the temporary and inferior Old Covenant system of Law, Levitical sacrifices, and ritualistic observances. He appeals again and again to these Hebrew Christians to not retrogress back into the Old Covenant system despite the immediate relief that such an action might provide from the persecution that they were suffering at the hands of the Judaizers.

Regardless of which destination one chooses, is clear that the author of Hebrews definitely had a specific church or several house-churches in mind when he wrote, rather than sending Hebrews out as a general epistle to all Hebrew Christians everywhere.

Unique Characteristics

1. The Book of Hebrews has been referred to as the “Fifth Gospel” because it presents a picture of the finished work of Jesus Christ on earth and His continuing work in heaven.

2.
Hebrews is often compared with Romans. Hebrews presents the Person of salvation; Romans presents the way of salvation. Hebrews focuses on the ceremonial law of the 

Old Testament; Romans, on the moral law of all time. “Romans moves from law to 

     grace, and Hebrews, from shadows to substance.”
 
3.
Hebrews is an epistle heavy with doctrine, presenting with laborious logic the super-iority of the Person and priesthood of Jesus Christ over that of the Old Testament economy. Hebrews is a Christ-centered epistle, presenting both His Person and effec-tive work as the one time, all sufficient sacrifice for the sins of mankind (9:11-14), and Mediator of a New and superior Convent (9:15-28).

4.
The reader of Hebrews is provided an amazing picture into the present ministry of 

Jesus Christ in heaven as he is taken within the veil into the very Holy of Holies. The believer is shown a glimpse of the true High Priest, the One and only Mediator between God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

c. 5.
The Book of Hebrews has been called the “Spirit’s commentary on the Pentateuch, especially the Book of Leviticus. The writer uses the Old Testament Scriptures through-out making at least eighty-six direct references traceable to at least one hundred Old Testament passages. Hebrews explains the [ultimate] meaning and significance of the entire Jewish ritual system. It makes clear that all the ceremonial laws given in the Old Testament, such as the offerings of sacrifice and the ministrations of the priests, were but types pointing forward to Jesus Christ, the great [once for all] sacrifice for sin, the true Priest, the one Mediator between God and man. In Hebrews the Christian is taught that he has passed from the realm of shadows into that of reality, that in Christ he has the fulfillment of all the earlier [Old Testament] types” (Jensen, 409; italics his).   
Outline

I. 
The Preeminence of Christ in His Person and His Priesthood  1:1–10:18


A.
The Superiority of the Person of Christ  1:1–4:13



1. 
Christ is better than the prophets  (1:1-3)




a.
Prior revelations by the prophets were partial and incomplete  (1:1)




b.
Present revelation by the Son is full and complete  (1:2-3)





1)
Heir of all things  (2:2a)





2)
Creator of all things  (2:2b)





3)
Radiance of God’s glory  (2:3a)





4)
Express essence of God’s nature  (2:3b) 





5)
Sustainer of creation  (2:3c)





6)
Redeemer of man  (1:3d)





7)
Seated in authority at God’s right hand  (1:3e)



2. 
Christ is better than the angels  (1:4–2:18)




a.
As the Son of God: Inherent Superiority as God  (1:4-14)





1)
He is the Son: angels are servants  (1:4-9)






a)
He has a better name  (1:4)






b)
He is the Son of God  (1:5)






c)
He is worshipped and served  (1:6-7)






d)
He is God and King  (1:8-9)





2)
He is the Creator: angels are creatures  (1:10-12)





3)
He is the Sovereign: angels are subjects  (1:13-14)

Parenthetical Warning #1: The Danger of Drifting (2:1-4)




b.
As the Son of Man: Acquired Superiority as an obedient Son  (2:5-18) 





1)
In providing the sovereignty lost by man  (2:5-9)





2) 
In procuring the salvation needed by man  (2:10-15)





3) 
In partaking of the suffering common to man  (2:16-18)



3.
Christ is better than Moses  (3:1-6)




a. 
The faithfulness of the Son  (3:1-6)

1) Faithful as Moses  (3:1-2)

2) Faithful as a Son over His house forever  (3:3-6)


Parenthetical Warning #2: The Danger of Doubting (3:7–4:13)

a.
Exhortation against hardness of heart [Kadesh Barnea]  (3:7-11)



1)
Israel’s provocation: hard hearts of unbelief  (3:7-9)



2)
Israel’s perpetual hard heartedness angered God  (3:10)



3)
Israel’s promised rest was lost to that generation  (3:11)


b.
Exhortation against unbelief  (3:12-19)



1)
The exhortation  to faithfulness  (3:12-15)




a)
The need to heed the warnings  (3:12)




b)
The need to help one another  (3:13)




c)
The need to hold fast until the end  (3:14)




d)
The need to honor God’s voice  (3:15)



2) 
The example of Israel’s unbelief   (3:16-19)




a)
The Exodus generation’s loss of life  (3:16-17)




b)
The Exodus generation’s loss of rest  (3:18-19)


c.
Exhortation to fear not entering God’s rest by faith (4:1-10)



1)
The rest of faith  (4:1-3)



2)
The rest of God  (4:4-8)



3)
The rest from work  (4:9-10)


d.
Exhortation to be diligent to enter God’s rest by faith (4:11-13)



1) 
The requirement to be diligent  (4:11)



2)
The reasons to be diligent  (4:12-13)


B.
The Superiority of the Priesthood of Christ  (4:14–10:18)



1.
Christ is superior in His position as high priest  (4:14-16)




a.
He resides in heaven  (4:14a)




b.
He remains the Son of God  (4:14:b)




c.
He reaches out to us in sympathy  (14:15)




d.
He requires us to draw near to receive mercy and grace  (4:16)



2.
Christ is superior in His qualifications as high priest (5:1-10)




a.
The prerequisites for a priest  (5:1-4)





1)
Chosen from among men to serve men  (5:1a)





2)
Chosen to offer sacrifices to God for sin  (5:1b)





3)
Chosen to identify with the people (5:2-3)





4)
Chosen by God, even as Aaron was  (5:4) 




b.
The proof of Christ’s priesthood  (5:5-10)





1)
Christ was chosen by God  (5:5-6)

3) Christ was genuinely human  (5:7-10).


Parenthetical Warning #3: The Danger of Degeneration (5:11–6:20)

a.
The problem of immaturity: spiritual retrogression  (5:11-14)


b.
The plea to progress in maturity: spiritual progression  (6:1-8)



1)
The exhortation to advance  (6:1-3)



2)
The explanation of the danger of apostasy  (6:4-8)


c.
The perseverance in salvation  (6:9-12)


d.
The promise of the believer’s hope  (6:13-20)



1)
The promise made to Abraham  (6:13-15)




a)
Assured by God’s promise  (6:13a, 14-15)




b)
Affirmed by God’s oath  (6:13b, 16-18)



2)
The pledge made to believers  (6:16-18a)



3) 
The precursor of the believers promise is Christ  (6:18b-20)



3.
Christ is superior in His order of priesthood (7:1-28)

 


a.
Superior to the Melchizedekian priesthood  (7:1-10)





1)
The portrait of Melchizedek  (7:1-3)





2)
The preeminence of Melchizedek  (7:4-10)






a)
Greater than Abraham: father of the Jews  (7:4-7)






b)
Greater than Levi: Aaronic priesthood  (7:8-10)




b.
Superior to the Levitical/Aaronic priesthood (7:11-25)





1)
The imperfection of the Levitical priesthood  (7:11-19)






a) 
Transitory: promise of a new priesthood  (7:11-14)






b)
Temporal: permanence of a new priesthood  (7:15-19)





2)
The perfection of Christ’s priesthood  (7:20-25)






a)
Immutable: confirmed by the oath of God  (7:20-22)






b)
Incessant: continues permanently because of His eternality  (7:23-25)






c)
Inviolable: constituted by God, Who appointed His Son perfected







forever  (7:26-28)



4.
Christ is superior in His priestly ministry  (8:1–10:18)




a.
Superior because of a better place of ministry  (8:1-5)

c) 



1)
His position: seated at the right hand of God  (8:1a)





2)
His place: sanctuary in heaven  (8:1b-5)




b.
Superior because of a better covenant  (8:6-13)





1)
The eternality of Christ’s covenant  (8:6)

d) 




a)
It is a more excellent  covenant  (8:6a)

e) 




b)
It is enacted on better promises  (8:6b)





2)
The temporality of the Levitical covenant  (8:7-13)






a)
The polemic for a new covenant  (8:7)






b)
The promise of a new covenant  (8:8-9)

f) The provisions of the new covenant  (8:10-13)  




c.
Superior because of a better sanctuary  (9:1-10)





1)
The sanctuary: an earthly tabernacle   (9:1-5)





2)
The service: a temporary tabernacle and priesthood   (9:6-10)






a)
The daily limitation  (9:6)






b)
The Day of Atonement limitation  (9:7-10)




d.
Superior because of a better sacrifice  (9:11–10:18)





1)
The fact of Christ’s superior sacrifice  (9:11-12)






a) 
Christ offering was presented in the heavenly tabernacle  (9:11, 12b)






b)
Christ offering was provided by His own blood  (9:12a)






c)
Christ offering was permanent: He obtained eternal redemption  (9:12c)





2)
The results of Christ’s superior sacrifice  (9:13-28)






a)
Purification from sin  (9:13-14)






b)
Provision of the new covenant  (9:15-22)







i.
The new covenant was enacted by the blood of Christ  (9:15-17)







ii.
The old covenant was enacted by the blood of animals  (9:18-22)






c)
Provision of eternal redemption  (9:23-28)







i.
Christ’s sacrifice presented in heaven  (9:23-26)







ii.
Christ’s sacrifice promises future glorification  (9:27-28)





3) 
The sufficiency of Christ’s superior sacrifice  (10:1-18)






a)
The insufficiency of the Levitical sacrifices  (10:1-4)






b)
The efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice  (10:5-10)






c)
The effectiveness of Christ’s sacrifice  (10:11-14)






d)
The endorsement of the new covenant’s sufficiency  (10:15-18)

II.
The Proper Response  to Christ’s Superior Provisions  10:19–13:25


A. 
Exhortation to Devotion  (10:19-25)



1.
The provision of Jesus  (10:19-20)




a.
The entrance: through Jesus’ blood  (10:19)




b.
The way: through Jesus’ sacrifice  (10:20; cf. John 14:6; Heb 4:14; 6:20; 7:24-25)



2.
The responsibility of believers  (10:21-25)




a.
Draw near in sincerity and faith  (10:21-22)




b.
Determine to hold fast the hope of salvation  (10:23)

d. Draw together in devotion and love  (10:24-25)


     Parenthetical Warning #4: The Danger of Despising (10:26-39)

a.
The warning expressed  (10:26-31)



1)
The characteristics of the sin  (10:26)




a) 
It is a deliberate sin  (10:26a)




b)
It is a damning sin  (10:26b)



2)
The consequences of the sin  (10:27)




a)
A terrifying expectation of judgment  (10:27a)




b)
A terrifying expectation of a consuming fire  (10:27a)


b.
The warning explained  (10:28-31)



1)
Sin against God’s Law in the Old Testament  (10:28)



2)
Sin against God’s grace in the New Testament  (10:29-31)




a) 
The seriousness of the crime  (10:29)





i.
Rejecting the Son of God  (10:29a)





ii.
Rejecting the sanctification of God  (10:29b)





iii.
Rejecting the Spirit of God  (10:29c)




b)
The severity of the consequences  (10:30-31)





i.
Formal judgment  (10:30)





ii.
Final judgment  (10:31)


c.
The encouragement to persevere 10:32-39)



1)
Believers should reflect on the past  (10:32-34)




a) 
The persecution which assailed them  (10:32-34a)




b)
The persuasion which assured them  (10:34b-c) 



2)
Believers should reflect on the present  (10:35-36)




a)
Their confidence will produce a great reward (10:35)




b)
Their endurance in doing the will of God will





result in their receiving the promises of God  (10:36)



3)
Believers should reflect on the promise of Christ’s return

 


(10:37-38)




a)
The coming return of the Lord  (10:37)




b) 
The call for a righteous life lived by faith  (10:38-39)


B.
Examples of a Life of Faith  (11:1–12:29)



1. 
The essence of faith  (11:1-3)




a.
The substance of faith: assurance of things hoped for  (11:1a)




b.
The evidence of faith: conviction of things not seen  (11:1b)




c. 
The illustrations of faith  (11:2-3)





1)
Faith in the previous Old Testament period  (11:2) 

2) Faith in the present period: Christ to present-day  (11:3)



2.
The examples of faith  (11:2-40)




a.
Faith in the prepatriarchal period (11:4-7)





1)
Abel: sacrifice of faith  (11:4)





2)
Enoch: walk of faith  (11:5-6)





3)
Noah: work of faith  (11:7)




b. 
Faith in the patriarchal period (11:8-22)





1)
Abraham: obedience of faith  (11:8-10)






2)
Sarah: conception of faith  (11:11)





3)
Abraham’s descendants: hope of faith  (11:12-16)





4)
Abraham: sacrifice of faith  (11:17-19)





5)
Isaac: blessed Jacob and Esau by faith  (11:20)





6)
Jacob:  blessed Joseph’s sons by faith  (11:21)





7)
Joseph: believed in the coming Exodus by faith (11:22)




c. 
Faith in the Mosaic period (11:23-31)





1)
Moses’ parents faith  (11:23)





2)
Moses’ faith  (11:24-28)






a) 
By faith he chose God  (11:24-26)







i. 
Rejected the name of Pharaoh  (11:24)







ii.
Received ill-treatment with the people of God  (11:25a)







iii.
Refused the passing pleasures of sin  (11:25b)






b)
By faith he left Egypt  (11:27)






c)
By faith he kept the Passover  (11:28)






d)
By faith he led Israel through the Red Sea  (11:29)




d.
Faith in the conquest period  (11:30-31)





1)
Joshua: conquered Jericho by faith  (11:30)





2)
Rahab: came out of Jericho by faith  (11:31)




e.
Faith in subsequent periods (11:32-40)





1)
The exploits of faith  (11:32-34)





2)
The endurance of faith  (11:35-38)




f.
Faith’s ultimate victory  (11:39-40)



C.
Exhortation to Endure in the Midst of Trials: by Godly Hope (12:1-29)



1. 
The exhortation to endurance: self-discipline  (12:1)



2.
The example of Christ’s endurance: Jesus’ discipline  (12:2-3)




a.
He is the author and perfector of faith  (12:2)




b.
He is the absolute and perfect example of endurance  (12:3)



3. 
The exhortation to display endurance as God’s sons: godly discipline  (12:4-13)




a.
The explanation of the discipline  (12:4-11)





1)
The exhortation to submit to God’s discipline  (12:5-6)





2)
The effective proof of God’s discipline  (12:7-10)






a)
Proof of God’s love for His legitimate sons  (12:7)

b) Proof of God’s rejection of illegitimate sons  (12:8)





3)
The experience of human disciplining  (12:9-10a)






a)
Discipline by earthly fathers is respected  (12:9a)






b)
Discipline by heavenly Father is received  (12:9b)






c)
Discipline by earthly fathers as they thought best  (12:10a)




b.
The effective results of God’s discipline  (12:10b-13)





1)
To share in  the holiness of God  (12:10b)





2)
To show the peaceful fruit of righteousness  (12:11)





3)
To strengthen the believer’s pursuit of godliness  (12:12-13)



4.
The exhortation to pursue peace and sanctification  (12:14-17) 




a.
The demand to pursue a holy life  (12:14)




b.
The dangers to pursuing a holy life  (12:15-17)





1)
Do not refuse the grace of God  (12:15a)





2)
Do not release a root of bitterness  (12:15b)





3)
Do not reject spiritual privilege and pursuits  (12:16-17)



5.
The exhortation to realize their privileged status in Christ  (12:18-24)




a.
Preventive aspects of the old covenant: the Law  (12:18-21)




b.
Privileged aspects of the new covenant: the gospel of grace  (12:22-24)


Parenthetical Warning #5: The Danger of Departing  (12:25-29) 


a. 
Exhortation to not refuse Christ  (12:25a)


b.
Expectation of certain judgment  (12:25b-27, [29])


c. 
Encouragement to serve God with reverence and awe  (12:28-29)



1)
The Christian’s promised kingdom  (12:28a)



2)
The Christian’s prescribed responsibility  (12:28b-29)




a)
To show gratitude to God by serving Him out of





reverence and awe  (12:28b)




b)
To show godly fear by not departing from Christ  (12:29)


D. 
Exhortations to Walk in Love  (13:1-19)



1. 
In relation to social duties  (13:1-8)




a.
Displaying love to all men  (13:1-3)





1)
Love of the brethren  (13:1)





2)
Love of the strangers  (13:2)





3)
Love of the persecuted  (13:3)




b.
Defending against marital infidelity  (13:4)





1)
Marriage viewed as highly honored  (13:4a)





2)
Marriage violator’s  will be judged by God  (13:4b)




c.
Defending against material discontentment  (13:5-6)



2. 
In relation to religious duties  (13:7-19)




a.
Imitate holy heroes  (13:7-8)




b.
Ignore false teachings  (13:9)




c.
Initiate separation  (13:10-14)




d.
Institute spiritual sacrifices to God  (13:15-16)




e.
Implement obedience and submission to spiritual leaders  (13:17)




f.
Invoke prayer on author’s behalf  (13:18-19)



3. 
In relation to closing matters, greetings, and benediction  (13:20-25)




a.
The prayer for the readers  (13:20-21)




b.
The exhortation to heed the message  (13:22)




c.
The information about Timothy  (13:23)




d.
The final greeting and benediction  (13:24-25)

Argument

As the above outline shows the Book of Hebrews divides nicely into two sections. First, a doctrinal section establishes the preeminence and superiority of the Person and priesthood of Jesus Christ (1:1-10:18); and second, a practical section details the believer’s responsibility to practice faith and patient endurance in spite of persecution by following Jesus Christ in loyal Christian service (10:19–13:19). The primary purpose of the book is to encourage the recipients, Hebrew Christians, to not retrogress by returning to their former condition under Judaism and the Old Levitical order, which is depicted as an empty and ineffectual religious system. Jesus Christ is presented as the Son of God, and  as such, is shown to be superior over every facet of Judaism’s Old Levitical  order. The writer of Hebrews contrasts the condition of those under the Old Levitical order to those under the New Covenant order introduced by Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God.

The first part of the book deals with the Preeminence of Christ in His Person and His Priesthood (1:1–10:18). This first division can likewise be divided into two sections. The first section provides a marvelous description of the superiority of the Person of Christ (1:1–4:13). First, Christ is shown to be better than the prophets because He is the eternal Son of God, the Creator, the express image of God’s nature, and the Sustainer of all creation; and as such, He is the supreme and final revelation of God (1:1-3). Second, since He is the Son of God, Christ is shown to be better than the angels because He exercises inherent superiority over them as God; whereas He is the Creator, angels are creatures,  and whereas He is the Sovereign, angels are subjects (1:4–2:18). 

  

   After first establishing  and supporting Jesus’ superiority as the divine Son of God, the author inserts the first of five Parenthetical Warnings, which serve to exhort the readers against denying Jesus Christ by retrogressing back to Judaism. This first warning issues an 


exhortation against the Danger of Drifting Away from the Superior Son of God (2:1-4).
The writer of Hebrews continues by showing how Jesus, the Son of Man acquired super-iority over all by being an obedient Son (2:5-18). Third, Christ is shown to be better than Moses. He is better in several ways: (1) in providing the sovereignty lost by man [Adam] (2:5-9); (2) in procuring the salvation needed by man (2:10-15); and (3) in partaking of the suffering common to man (2:16-18). While Moses was faithful as a servant over God’s people, Jesus, as the Son of God, was faithful as a Son over His house (3:1-6). 


           This first section, ends with the second Parenthetical Warning detailing the Danger      of Doubting (3:7–4:13). The Hebrew Christians are exhorted against doubting God as their Exodus ancestors did at Kadesh Barnea , and as a result suffered loss of life and loss of God’s rest. They are instead to heed this warning (3:12), help one another (3:13), hold fast until the end (3:14), and honor God’s voice (3:15). They are exhorted to be diligent to enter God’s 


rest by faith in His Son and Word (3:16). The rest in question is not salvation rest, but the   life of spiritual peace and rest which belongs to those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The second part of the first major division deals with the Superiority of the Priest-hood of Christ (4:14–10:18). In this section Christ’s priesthood is shown to be superior to that of the Old Levitical order in four major ways. After first showing his readers that Christ is a superior priest (4:14–5:10), the writer digresses from his main argument by interjecting his third Parenthetical Warning outlining the Danger of Degenerating  from Christ (5:11–6:20). Following this third warning, he takes up his argument once again by showing Jesus Christ to be superior in His order of priesthood (7:1-28), as well as in His priestly ministry (8:1–10:18). 

The fourfold argument presenting the superiority of Christ’s priesthood over that of  the Old Levitical order commences in 4:14. First, Christ’s priesthood is shown to be superior because He is in a better position. As the glorified Son of God, Christ is a high priest Who has passed through the heavens where He now resides always reaching out to us in sympathy, and requires believers to draw near to receive mercy and grace  (4:14-16).

Second, Christ is shown to be superior in His qualifications as high priest (5:1-10). He is shown to have possessed the prerequisites for a superior priest hood (5:1-4), and to have provided the proofs of His superior priesthood (5:5-10). He was chosen from among men by God, even as Aaron was (5:5-6), in order to serve men as a faithful high priest, and to offer Himself to God as the only sacrifice for the payment of the sins of mankind.

  
          At this point the author introduces his third Parenthetical Warning outlining the 
Danger of Degeneration (5:11–6:20). The readers are admonished to progress in their 
spiritual maturity and warned against committing spiritual retrogression by turning       
back to their former persist under the Old Levitical order (5:11–6:3). The writer gives   
a fearful explanation of the danger of apostatizing. He states that, “for those that fall 
away, turn back to Judaism, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since 
they have rejected Jesus Christ Who was crucified for them” (6:4-8). Unlike those that 
had retrogressed, believers are exhorted to perseverance, and in the obtaining of their 
promised salvation in Christ (6:9-12). The promise of the believer’s hope is based    
upon God’s oath to Abraham, and the pledge of Christ made to believers (6:13-20).

Third, the writer resumes his argument by showing that Christ’s priesthood is of a super-ior order (7:1-28). Christ is shown to be a priest after the order of Melchizedek (7:1-10), and as such, His priesthood is shown to be superior to that of the Levitical/Aaronic priest-hood (7:11-25). Fourth, Christ is shown to be superior in the exercise of His priestly min-istry (8:1–10:18). He is shown to be ministering in a better place (seated at God’s right hand in the heavens) (8:1-5); He is ministering a better covenant (the new covenant [8:6-13]); He is ministering in a better sanctuary (not the old tabernacle 9:1-10); He ministered  a better sacrifice by offering up Himself as a holy sacrifice through His own blood which has provided eternal redemption [9:11-28]). Whereas the Levitical sacrifices are shown to be insufficient, the sacrifice of Christ is shown to be efficacious and effective (10:1-14). Further, the superior and all sufficient sacrifice of Christ enjoys the full endorsement of  the Holy Spirit (10:15-18).

The second part of the book calls for Christians to initiate a Proper Response to Christ’s Superior Provisions (10:19–13:25). First, in light of the preeminence of Christ  and the provision of salvation through His shed blood, the writer issues an exhortation to

Christian devotion and responsibility (10:19-20). Believers are to draw near to God in sincerity and faith, determine to hold fast to their hope of salvation, and draw together in 

devotion and love (10:21-25).



 The fourth Parenthetical Warning is given to point out the Danger of Despising the 
Superior Salvation Provided by Jesus Christ (10:26-39). This warning is issued against 
those who might choose to walk in willful defiance committing deliberate sin (10:26).


Those who commit this type of sin are warned of the terrifying expectation of judgment  
by God Who is pictured as an all consuming fire  (10:27). This sin is serious because it 
involves the rejection of God’s grace in rejecting His Son, sanctification, and the Spirit 


of God  (10:28-29). These will experience a formal and final judgment (10:30-31). 


Believers are encouraged to persevere by reflecting on their past deliverance from per-
secutions, on their present endurance in doing the will of God, and on the promise of 
rewards to be given to the faithful at Christ’s return (10:32-39).

Second, the author continues with his exhortation for believers to pursue a life of faith and endurance by providing his readers with examples of a life of faith (11:1–12:29). He first details the essence of faith (11:1-3) and then illustrates the results of an enduring and vital faith through the lives of numerous Old Testament saints (11:4-40). In light of the faithful examples provided by these many saints of previous periods, believers are commanded to follow the example set by Christ, the author and Perfector of faith, Who serves as the absolute and perfect example of endurance. Third, Christians are exhorted to display endurance when experiencing godly discipline (12:1-29). Godly discipline serves several purposes. It provides proof of a believers salvation, for God displays His love for His leg-itimate children by disciplining them. It equips believers to share in  the holiness of God, to show the peaceful fruit of righteousness, and serves to strengthen every believer in the pursuit of godliness. Believers are further exhorted to pursue a holy life of peace and 

sanctification, and thereby realize their privileged status in Christ.


        The fifth and final Parenthetical Warning is introduced to highlight the Danger of Departing from Jesus Christ and Christianity (12:25-29). The readers are exhorted to not refuse Christ, and warned to expect certain judgment if they did (12:25b-27, [29]). They are encouraged instead to serve God with reverence and awe, and show godly fear by not departing from following Christ (12:28-29).

Fourth, the writer issues a series of exhortations directing believers to walk in Christian love in relation to social (13:1-8) and religious duties (13:7-19). The general rule is to dis-play love towards all men: brethren, strangers, and the persecuted (13:1-3). Love shown in marriage is to be highly honored, for God will judge fornicators and adulterers (13:4), and believers must be careful to defend their character against material discontentment (13:5-6). Instead, believers are to imitate the holy heroes of old (13:7-8), ignore false teachings (13:9), initiate separation from sin (13:10-14), institute spiritual sacrifices to God (13:15-16), implement obedience and submission to spiritual leaders (13:17), and invoke prayer on behalf of the author (13:18-19). The epistle concludes with a prayer for the readers, one final exhortation to heed the message, information about Timothy, and the final greeting and benediction (13:20-25).
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